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Email: ACAdmin@qac.org
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Assistant Attorney: Sharon Brinster, Esquire

QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MINUTES

January 22, 2025

The Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission met on Wednesday, January 22, 2025, at 10:00 A.M.  The following members were present: Jennifer Nowak, Robert Mueller, Kathy Trotter, and Gail Schaffer.

Also present were Lori Morris, Assistant Chief of Special Operations - Department of Emergency Services; John Nickerson, Director of Environmental Health; Austin McKenzie, Animal Control Officer; Patrick Thompson, Esq., County Attorney; and Sharon Brinster, Esq., Assistant Attorney.
Election of Officers – Chairperson Nowak opened the floor for nominations of officers. Upon motion made by Commissioner Trotter, seconded by Commissioner Schaeffer and passed by unanimous voice vote, the following officers were elected: Jennifer Nowak – Chairperson, Bob Mueller – Vice Chairperson.
Hearing: Jens v. Stivers – The Hearing began at 10:04 A.M. Present for this hearing were Richard Jens and Sean Becker, Esq on behalf of John Stivers who did not attend.

Chairperson Nowak described the process for the Hearing. Patrick Thompson Esq., Commission Attorney, administered the oath to all parties and witnesses.

Mr. Jens testified regarding numerous incidents of Mr. Stiver’s dogs being at large and the dogs barking late at night.

Officer McKenzie testified regarding the Incident Reports for various investigations of the Stiver’s dogs being at large and barking.

Mr. Becker asked questions to clarify testimony of Mr. Jens and Officer McKenzie
Meeting Minutes Review – Upon motion made by Commissioner Mueller, seconded by Commissioner Trotter, and passed by unanimous voice vote, the November 20, 2024 Animal Control Commission Minutes were approved as presented.  
Closed Session – The Animal Control Commission went into closed session at 10:41 A.M for the purpose of deliberation and decision in the matter of “Jens v. Stivers”. A copy of the Decision Letter is attached hereto and labeled as “Exhibit A”.
Chapter 9 Review: Reconsideration – The Commission discussed amendment to Section 9-8 H. regarding reconsideration of Animal Control Commission decisions. The Commission agreed to continue the discussion and decision pending edits to the proposed language. No action was taken.

There being no further business to come before the Animal Control Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 11:39 A.M.






RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,







_________________________







Sharon M. Brinster, Secretary
ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING

January 22, 2024
EXHIBIT A


January 25, 2025

Mr. John Stivers

1316 Ewingtown Road

Chestertown, MD 21620

Copy to: Mr. Sean Becker

The Law Office of Sean E. Becker, LLC

1362 Cape Saint Claire Road

Annapolis, MD 21409






Re: Jens v. Stivers

Dear Mr. Stivers,

As you know, a virtual hearing was held on January 22, 2025, at 10:00 A.M. by the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission with respect to the Complaint filed by Richard Jens regarding your dog, “Cupcake”.  This letter will serve as the findings and decision with respect to that hearing.

You were apparently unable to attend the hearing, but were represented by Sean Becker, Esq.  The Commission received testimony and evidence from Mr. Jens and Animal Control Officer McKenzie.

Cupcake has been the subject of a prior complaint for which a hearing was held on June 21, 2024, and resulted in Cupcake being designated a “dangerous animal” under the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Ordinance.  Several requirements were placed on Cupcakes to ensure that he not be allowed off your property unless muzzled, properly restrained, and under the control of a capable adult.  You stated at that hearing that a secure fence and gate had been constructed and would keep Cupcake properly restrained on your property.

It appears from the evidence presented that Cupcake had been at large and unrestrained on at least three occasions since the Commissions’ last decision, August 12, 2024, November 1, 2024, and December 14, 2024.  In addition, Mr. Jens stated that the dog was outside late at night constantly barking and disturbing the peace of the neighborhood.

Apparently, you have built and moved into a new residence on the property and constructed a fence around the garage where Cupcake and your other dog is housed.  ACO McKenzie testified that this fence appears secure and capable of keeping the animals enclosed.  There have been no incidents of Cupcake being at large since December 14, 2024, when he was apparently inadvertently allowed out of the garage by a workman or mover as you were moving into your new home. 

Although it appears there have been violations of the Commissioner’s prior decisions, the Commission is satisfied that those violations are now resolved and will take no further action at this time, except to direct that Animal Control inspect the existing fence and garage for continued compliance to be certain it is, in fact, a secure enclosure capable of restraining Cupcake on your property.  The Commission will also require that you take all necessary actions to ensure that your animals are not disturbing the peace of the neighborhood, especially barking for extended periods in the middle of the night.

The conditions and requirements of the Commission’s prior decision remain in effect.  Should Cupcake be off your property in violation of this decision, the Commission reserves the right to take such further action as may be necessary, including fines and/or impoundment.






Queen Anne’s County







Animal Control Commission


__________________________
Jennifer Nowak, Chairperson

CC:
Richard Jens


