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QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MINUTES

January 31, 2025

The Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission met on Friday, January 31, 2025, at 1:45 P.M.  The following members were present: Jennifer Nowak, Robert Mueller, Tom Gannon, Kathy Trotter, and Gail Schaffer.

Also present were Patrick Thompson, Esq., County Attorney; and Sharon Brinster, Esq., Assistant Attorney.
Meeting Minutes Review – Upon motion made by Commissioner Mueller, seconded by Commissioner Trotter, and passed by unanimous voice vote, the December 18, 2024 Animal Control Commission Minutes were approved as presented.  
Chapter 9 Text Amendment – Section 9-8 H. Reconsideration and Judicial Review – The Commission continued its review of a proposed text amendment to Chapter 9 of the Queen Anne’s County Code to increase the time period for reconsideration and clarify the process for both reconsideration and judicial review.

The following motion was made by Commissioner Schaeffer, seconded by Commissioner Trotter, and passed by unanimous voice vote:
RESOLVED, that the Animal Control Commission send a favorable recommendation to the Queen Anne’s County Commissioners for adoption of the text amendment to Section 9-8 H. of the Queen Anne’s County Code as presented, amended, and attached hereto as “Exhibit A”


There being no further business to come before the Animal Control Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 2:44 P.M.







RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,









_________________________







Sharon M. Brinster, Secretary

ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING
January 31, 2025
EXHIBIT A

Chapter 9 Animal Control Ordinance
§9-8 H.  Reconsideration and Judicial Review.

(1) Reconsideration

a. By vote of two of the five members of the Commission, the Commission may agree to reconsider a decision upon request of a party or motion of a Commissioner.  

i. The request or motion to reconsider must be made within thirty (30) days of issuance of the decision and prior to the filing of an appeal of the decision to the Circuit Court for Queen Anne’s County.   

ii. Reconsideration must be based upon evidence not reasonably available to the requester at the time of the Commissions original decision, or to prevent manifest injustice.

b. When a request or motion to reconsider is made, the Commission shall convene a public hearing to determine whether proper grounds exist and, if so, whether to modify the original decision.

(2) Judicial Review

a. Any appeal from a decision of the Commission must be noted to the Circuit Court for Queen Anne’s County within 30 days of the date of the decision in accordance with the Maryland Rules of Procedure.  

b. If a request to reconsider a decision of the Commission is timely made as provided above, the running of the time within which a party may appeal the decision to the Circuit Court is suspended.  The time within which to file an appeal begins to run anew on the date of the Commission’s final action on the request to reconsider.

c. Repeated and/or frivolous requests by a party to reconsider a decision may be dismissed.  Dismissal does not toll the running of the time period allotted for appeal to the Circuit Court.

(3)  Change in Circumstances

a. Notwithstanding any of the above, in an instance of an alleged change in relevant circumstances underlying the Commission’s original decision, the Commission may agree at any time to hold a public hearing to determine the continued appropriateness of that decision.

b. Based on the hearing, the Commission may reaffirm, modify, or withdraw the original decision.


