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 Attorney: Patrick Thompson, Esquire
Assistant Attorney: Sharon Brinster, Esquire

QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MINUTES

April 23, 2025

The Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission met on Wednesday, April 23, 2025, at 10:00 A.M.  The following members were present: Jennifer Nowak, Robert Mueller, Tom Gannon, Kathy Trotter, and Gail Schaffer.

Also present were Lori Morris, Assistant Chief of Special Operations - Department of Emergency Services; John Nickerson, Director of Environmental Health; Melody Kline, Animal Control Officer; Patrick Thompson, Esq., County Attorney; and Sharon Brinster, Esq., Assistant Attorney.
Hearing – Barringer v. Busick – The Hearing began at 10:04 A.M.

Present for this hearing were Ashleigh and James Barringer, Carly Landolfi, Esq., Gillian and Matthew Busick, and Tesa Ryan.

Chairperson Nowak described the process for the Hearing. Patrick Thompson Esq., Commission Attorney, administered the oath to all parties and witnesses.

Testimony was received from Ashleigh and James Barringer regarding the non-stop barking of “Penny” Busick for many years. They stated that since the Affidavit of Complaint and Request for Hearing before the Animal Control Commission had been submitted the barking had ceased and they were willing to withdraw the Complaint.

Carly Landolfi, Esq. stated that her clients had no objection to the request by the Complainants for withdrawal and dismissal. Gillan Busick stated that they had done nothing differently regarding Penny since receiving the Complaint documents. She did not provide any testimony regarding the allegations in the Complaint.

The hearing concluded at 10:19 A.M.
Meeting Minutes Review – Upon motion made by Commissioner Mueller, seconded by Commissioner Schaffer, and passed by unanimous voice vote, the March 26, 2025 Animal Control Commission Minutes were approved as presented.  
Review and update Schedule of Fines – The Commission briefly discussed the updates to the Schedule of Fines and received advice from Patrick Thompson, Esq. It was agreed to schedule consideration of the revised Schedule of Fines at the next regular Animal Control Commission meeting on May 28, 2025.
Closed Session – The Commission went into closed session at 10:30 A.M. for the purpose of deliberation and decision in the matter of “Barringer v. Busick”. A copy of the Decision Letter is attached hereto and labeled as “Exhibit A”.

There being no further business to come before the Animal Control Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 10:44 A.M.






RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,









_________________________







Sharon M. Brinster, Secretary
ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING

April 23, 2025
EXHIBIT A


April 25, 2025

Ms. Gillian Busick

103 Beech Tree Land

Centreville, MD 21617

RE: Barringer v. Busick
Dear Ms. Busick,


As you know, a virtual hearing was convened on April 23, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. by the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission with respect to the complaint filed by Ashleigh Blann Barringer regarding your dog, “Penny.”  


Ms. Barringer and her husband testified that your dog was frequently outside and barked and howled constantly.  They indicated, however, that the situation had improved considerably and that there had been no real issues in the last few weeks. Based on this, they withdrew their Complaint.


This is your official notification that the Complaint has been dismissed.  We would caution, however, that further problems could lead to a new Complaint and the Commission would urge that you continue to take whatever actions are necessary to see that Penny does not create a nuisance for your neighbors.







Queen Anne’s County







Animal Control Commission


__________________________
Jennifer Nowak, Chairperson

cc:  Ashleigh Blann Barringer

