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QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MINUTES

MAY 14, 2025

The Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission met on Wednesday, May 14, 2025, at 10:00 A.M.  The following members were present: Jennifer Nowak, Robert Mueller, Kathy Trotter, and Gail Schaffer.

Also present were John Nickerson, Director of Environmental Health; Austin McKenzie, Animal Control Officer; Patrick Thompson, Esq., County Attorney; and Sharon Brinster, Esq., Assistant Attorney.
Hearing – QAC v. “Drake” Lawson – The Hearing began at 10:02 A.M.

Present for this hearing were James and Dawn Lawson, and Stella, Diedre, and Jon Vodehnal.

Chairperson Nowak described the process for the Hearing. Patrick Thompson Esq., Commission Attorney, administered the oath to all parties and witnesses.

Animal Control Officer McKenzie testified regarding his investigation and incident report.


Stella Vodehnal testified regarding the events and circumstances of the evening she was bitten by “Drake” and subsequently going to the Emergency Room.

James Lawson testified regarding the events and circumstances of “Drake” biting Miss Vodehnal and described Drake’s demeanor and interactions with family members and the public.


Diedre Vodehnal stated that John Nickerson advised her to report the bite so she called Animal Control.

Closed Session – The Animal Control Commission went into closed session at 10:31 A.M for the purpose of deliberation and decision in the matter of “QAC v. “Drake” Lawson”. A copy of the Decision Letter is attached hereto and labeled as “Exhibit A”.

There being no further business to come before the Animal Control Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 10:58 A.M.






RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,









_________________________







Sharon M. Brinster, Secretary
ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING

May 14, 2024
EXHIBIT A



May 15, 2025
Mr. James Lawson

1501 Centreville Road

Centreville, MD 21617






RE: QAC v. “Drake” Lawson
Dear Mr. Lawson,

As you know, a virtual hearing was held at 10:00 a.m. on May 14, 2025, by the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission on the determination by Lori Morris, head of Animal Control, that your dog “Drake” was a potentially dangerous animal under the provision of Section 9-20 of Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Ordinance (Chapter 9 of the Code of Public Local Laws).  This letter will serve as the findings and decision of the Animal Control Commission.

The Commission received testimony from Animal Control Officer, Austin Mackenzie, the victim, Stella Vodehnal, and from you.  The undisputed evidence was that Stella had been at Rams Head and got a ride to El Jefe in Stevensville.  She left around 11:00 p.m. and went to your house where a number of people were gathered for a bonfire.  Drake was brought outside approximately 12:45 a.m.  He was not on a leash for a period of time, but you proceeded to put him on a leash.  Stella, who knew Drake from several prior occasions, was scratching his chest and chin and when she bent down to say good night, Drake, without any warning or provocation, bit her in the face.  She went to the local emergency room and was referred to University of Maryland Medical Center for plastic surgery.  She received 20 stitches to her face and 4 to her lip. 

You indicated that Drake had never shown any aggression previously, that he was often around people without any problems and that this was the first time he had bitten anyone. 

The Commission is convinced that there does not appear to be any explanation for Drake’s action which, from all indications, was an isolated incident and completely uncharacteristic.  Given this concern, the Commission is going to defer any determination regarding a “dangerous dog” designation for Drake and will require that you have Drake examined by a licensed Veterinarian and a qualified Animal Behavioralist to determine if there are any medical or behavioral problems that may account for Drake’s behavior.  Reports from both the Veterinarian and the Animal Behavioralist should be submitted to the Commission prior to its hearing on June 25, 2025, at the end of which the Commission intends to make a final decision.  You should also, within that time frame, have Drake registered with the Queen Anne’s County Animal Services. 
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