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Tom Gannon
Robert Mueller
Kathy Trotter
Jennifer Nowak
Gail Schaffer

ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION
100 Communications Drive
Centreville, MD 21617
Telephone: (410) 310-6175

Email: ACAdmin@qac.org
 Attorney: Patrick Thompson, Esquire
Assistant Attorney: Sharon Brinster, Esquire

QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MINUTES

June 25, 2025

The Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission met on Wednesday, June 25, 2025, at 10:00 A.M.  The following members were present: Robert Mueller, Kathy Trotter, and Gail Schaffer.

Also present were John Nickerson, Director of Environmental Health; Kelly Baker, Chief of Animal Services; Patrick Thompson, Esq., County Attorney; and Sharon Brinster, Esq., Assistant Attorney.
Hearing – QAC v. “Drake” Lawson (continued) – The Hearing began at 10:00 A.M.  Present for this hearing were Jon and Deidre Vodehnal. James and Dawn Lawson did not appear.

Acting Chairman Mueller described the process for the Hearing. Patrick Thompson Esq., Commission Attorney, administered the oath to all parties and witnesses.

Acting Chairman Mueller inquired whether the documents requested of the Lawson’s were submitted and Sharon Brinster stated that no documents had been received from the Lawsons.


No testimony was taken.
Hearing – Ritter v. Eader – The Hearing began at 10:10 A.M.


Present for this hearing were Rita Ritter and Brooke and Aaron Eader.

Acting Chairman Mueller described the process for the Hearing. Patrick Thompson Esq., Commission Attorney, administered the oath to all parties and witnesses.

Testimony was received from Rita Ritter regarding the Eader’s chickens coming on to her property for years. She stated that since filing the Affidavit of Complaint and Request for Hearing the problem has been resolved. Brooke and Aaron Eader testified that the chicken’s wings have been clipped and a pen has been constructed.
Meeting Minutes Review – Upon motions made by Commissioner Trotter, seconded by Commissioner Schaffer, and passed by unanimous voice vote, the May 28, 2025, and June 2, 2025, Animal Control Commission Minutes were approved as presented.  
Miscellaneous – None.
Closed Session – The Animal Control Commission went into closed session at 10:23 A.M for the purpose of deliberation and decision in the matter of “QAC v. “Drake” Lawson” and “Ritter v. Eader”. Copies of the Decision Letters attached hereto and labeled as “Exhibit A” and “Exhibit B” respectively.


There being no further business to come before the Animal Control Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 10:40 A.M.







RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,









_________________________







Sharon M. Brinster, Secretary
ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING

June 23, 2025
EXHIBIT A


June 30, 2025

Mr. James Lawson

Ms. Dawn Lawson

1501 Centreville Road

Centreville, MD 21617

RE: QAC v. “Drake” Lawson
Dear Mr. Lawson,


As you remember, you both appeared at a virtual hearing on May 14 of this year regarding the possible designation of your dog, “Drake”, as a “dangerous animal” under the provisions of the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Ordinance. Following that hearing, the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission requested that you have Drake examined by a licensed Veterinarian and a qualified Animal Behaviorist and to provide reports prior to the Commission hearing on June 25, 2025.


The Animal Control Commission convened its regularly scheduled meeting on June 25, 2025, at 10:00 am.  You did not appear at the hearing and have not provided the requested reports.  Based on your lack of responsiveness, the Commission has no alternative but to designate Drake as a “dangerous animal” under Section 9-20 of the Animal Control Ordinance based on his unprovoked attack on and severe injury inflicted upon Stella Vodehnal. 


You are required by the Commission to do the following:

(1) Register Drake as a dangerous animal with Queen Anne’s County Animal Services within ten (10) days of your receipt of this letter, and annually thereafter. 

(2) Drake shall be properly restrained, muzzled, on a non-retractable leash and under the control of a capable adult when off your property.  He shall be muzzled if any visitors are on your property and in the dog’s vicinity. 

(3) A “Dangerous Dog” sign must be prominently displayed on your property and other future properties where Drake may reside. 

(4) In the event you transfer ownership of Drake, you must fully inform the new owner of Drake’s history and designation as a dangerous animal and must notify the Animal Control Commission of the name and address of the new owner.

(5) Should Drake become at large for any reason you must immediately notify Animal Control or Emergency Services, whether he remains at large or is recovered.

Should you fail to register Drake as described or comply with the requirements set forth above, Drake will be seized, impounded, and the Commission will take such further action (including possible euthanasia) as may be appropriate. 
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_________________________

Robert Mueller, Vice Chairperson

CC: 
Stella, Deidre, and Jon Vodehnal


Lori Morris, Department of Emergency Services


Kelly Baker, Animal Services

ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING

June 23, 2025
EXHIBIT B


June 30, 2025

Ms. Rita Ritter

445 Watson Road

Centreville, MD 21617



RE: Ritter v. Eader
Dear Ms. Ritter,


As you know, a virtual hearing was held on June 25, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. by the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission regarding the Complaint which you filed relating to the chickens owned by your neighbors, Mr. and Mrs. Aaron Eader.


Apparently, there have been problems with the Eader’s 10 chickens going into your yard, disturbing you and your dog, and destroying some of your landscaping.  The testimony at the hearing indicated that since the filing of your Complaint and a visit to the Eaders by Animal Control, the chickens’ wings have been clipped and they are secured in a pen on the Eader’s property.  You thanked the Eaders for their cooperation in resolving this matter.


As it appears this matter is resolved, the Animal Control Commission will take no further action except to extend their thanks to all parties for their cooperation and assistance in resolving the situation. 
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_________________________

Robert Mueller, Vice Chairperson

CC: 
Mr. and Mrs. Eader


Kelly Baker, Animal Services


