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QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MINUTES

July 23, 2025

The Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission met on Wednesday, July23, 2025, at 10:00 A.M.  The following members were present: Jennifer Nowak, Robert Mueller, Tom Gannon, Kathy Trotter, and Gail Schaffer.

Also present were Lori Morris, Assistant Chief of Special Operations - Department of Emergency Services; John Nickerson, Director of Environmental Health; Kelly Baker, Chief of Animal Services; Patrick Thompson, Esq., County Attorney; and Sharon Brinster, Esq., Assistant Attorney.
The meeting began at 10:05 A.M.
Meeting Minutes Review – Upon motion made by Commissioner Trotter, seconded by Commissioner Mueller, and passed by unanimous voice vote, the June 25, 2025, Animal Control Commission Minutes were approved as presented.  
Hearing – Steele v. Darlington – The Hearing began at 10:06 A.M.

Present for this hearing were Wayne Darlington and Leslie Rogers. Angelo Steele did not appear.

Chairperson Nowak did not commence the hearing as the Complainant failed to appear. Sharon Brinster, Assistant Attorney to the Commission, confirmed that Angelo Steele acknowledged receipt of the Notice of Hearing via email on June 23, 2025, and a Certificate of Service had been completed.
Closed Session – The Animal Control Commission went into closed session at 10:09 A.M for the purpose of deliberation and decision in the matter of “Steele v. Darlington”. A copy of the Decision Letter is attached hereto and labeled as “Exhibit A”.

The Commission voted unanimously to amend a sentence in the Affidavit of Complaint and Request for Hearing form regarding Complainants failure to appear from “will be dismissed” to “may be dismissed”.

Kelly Baker, Chief of Animal Services, requested the Commission consider at a future meeting an amendment to Chapter 9 regarding cost of care.

There being no further business to come before the Animal Control Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 10:36 A.M.






RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,









_________________________







Sharon M. Brinster, Secretary
ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING

July 23, 2025
EXHIBIT A


July 23, 2025
Angelo Steele

5202 Belgreen St. #304

Suitland, MD 20746







RE: Steele v. Darlington

Dear Mr. Steele,


As you were advised, the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission convened a hearing on July 23, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. on your Affidavit of Complaint and Request for Hearing regarding the dog, “Kash”, owned by Wayne Darlington.  Since you failed to appear at the hearing, the Complaint was dismissed.







Queen Anne’s County







Animal Control Commission


__________________________
Jennifer Nowak, Chairperson

Cc: Wayne Darlington

       Dr. Leslie Rogers

