[image: image1.png]




      

[image: image2.jpg]


  Queen                                                         

  Anne’s                                                  

  County
                                                     
[image: image3.png]anon N Brinoten



Commission Members
Tom Gannon
Robert Mueller
Kathy Trotter
Jennifer Nowak
Gail Schaffer

ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION
100 Communications Drive
Centreville, MD 21617
Telephone: (410) 310-6175

Email: ACAdmin@qac.org
 Attorney: Patrick Thompson, Esquire
Assistant Attorney: Sharon Brinster, Esquire

QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MINUTES

August 27, 2025

The Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission met on Wednesday, August 17, 2025, at 10:00 A.M.  The following members were present: Jennifer Nowak, Robert Mueller, Tom Gannon, Kathy Trotter, and Gail Schaffer.

Also present were John Nickerson, Director of Environmental Health; Kelly Baker, Chief of Animal Services; Joshua Thompson, Animal Control Officer, Patrick Thompson, Esq., County Attorney; and Sharon Brinster, Esq., Assistant Attorney.
Hearing – Hines v. Gama – The meeting began at 10:06 A.M. Present for this hearing were Angel Gama. Marshay Hines did not appear. Chairperson Nowak did not commence the hearing as the Complainant failed to appear. Sharon Brinster, Assistant Attorney to the Commission, confirmed that the Notice of Hearing was sent to Ms. Hines via mail on August 6, 2025, and via email on August 7, 2025.
Dangerous Animal Hearing – QAC v. “Denali” (Animal Services) – The Hearing began at 10:10 A.M. Present for this hearing were Andrea Montini, Esq. Chairperson Nowak described the process for the Hearing. Patrick Thompson Esq., Commission Attorney, administered the oath to all parties and witnesses.

Testimony was received from Kelly Baker, Chief of Animal Services, Animal Control Officer Joshua Thompson, and Andrea Montini, Esq. regarding the incidents that have occurred since Denali arrived at Animal Services in April of 2025 and the most recent bite to Ms. Montini’s daughter.
Meeting Minutes Review – Upon motion made by Commissioner Mueller, seconded by Commissioner Schaffer, and passed by unanimous voice vote, the July 23, 2025, Animal Control Commission Minutes were approved as presented.  
Closed Session – The Animal Control Commission went into closed session at 10:35 A.M for the purpose of deliberation and decision in the matters of “Hines v. Gama” and “QAC v. “Denali” (Animal Services)”. Copies of the Decision Letters are attached hereto and labeled as “Exhibit A” and “Exhibit B” respectively.


There being no further business to come before the Animal Control Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 11:16 A.M.






RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,









_________________________







Sharon M. Brinster, Secretary
ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING

August 27, 2025
EXHIBIT A



August 29, 2025
Ms. Marshay Hines

408 Del Rhodes Avenue

Queenstown, MD 21658

RE: Hines v. Gama

Dear Ms. Hines,


The Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission held a virtual hearing on August 27, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. on the Complaint you filed regarding the dog, Reba, owned by Ms. Angel Gama. Since you failed to appear and present evidence at the hearing, your Complaint was dismissed.







Queen Anne’s County







Animal Control Commission


__________________________
Jennifer Nowak, Chairperson

Cc: Angel Gama
ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING

August 27, 2025
EXHIBIT B



 August 29, 2025

Ms. Kelly Baker, 

Chief of Animal Services; Animal Control Manager

Queen Anne’s County Animal Services

201 Clay Drive

Queenstown, MD 21658

RE: QAC v. “Denali”
Dear Ms. Baker,


As you know, a virtual hearing was held by the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission on August 27, 2025, with regard to your designation of the dog, Denali, as a potentially dangerous animal under the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Ordinance.


The Commission received testimony from you, Animal Control Officer Thompson, and Andrea Montini. Esq., the mother of the most recent bite victim.  The testimony and evidence presented, including the behavior notes from Animal Services going back to April of this year, indicated two instances in which Denali, without provocation, bit the faces of and inflicted injury on young children, a 6-year-old girl and Ms. Montini’s 10-year-old daughter.  There were indications in the behavior notes that there had been prior unreported bites, but no substantiated evidence was provided with regard to such incidents. 


The Animal Control Commission finds, without doubt, that Denali is a Dangerous Animal under Section 9-20 of the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Ordinance, as he has inflicted serious physical injury on a human without provocation on at least two occasions.


The Commission has grave concerns about allowing Denali to be adopted out, even with conditions restricting his interaction with small children.  The Commission shall order that Denali not be placed for adoption until he has been fully evaluated by a qualified Animal Behaviorist who shall report back to the Commission and shall make a recommendation as to Denali’s adoptability and any appropriate potential conditions that should be placed on any future adoption. The animal behaviorist’s report shall be provided to the Commission prior to September 24, 2025.

The Commission shall retain jurisdiction over this matter and issue a final decision following receipt of the behaviorist’s evaluation and recommendations.










Queen Anne’s County







Animal Control Commission


__________________________
Jennifer Nowak, Chairperson

Cc: Ms. Andrea Montini, Esq.


