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QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MINUTES

November 19, 2025

The Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission met on Wednesday, November 19, 2025, at 10:00 A.M.  The following members were present: Jennifer Nowak, Robert Mueller, Tom Gannon, Kathy Trotter, and Gail Schaffer.

Also present were Lori Morris, Assistant Chief of Special Operations - Department of Emergency Services; Kelly Baker, Chief of Animal Services; Austin McKenzie, Animal Control Officer; Patrick Thompson, Esq., County Attorney; and Sharon Brinster, Esq., Assistant Attorney.
Hearing – QAC v. “Roxie” – The Hearing began at 10:05 A.M. Kelly Baker, Chief of Animal Services was present for the hearing.

Patrick Thompson Esq., Commission Attorney, administered the oath to Ms. Baker.

Ms. Baker testified regarding the Animal Control Officer’s Incident Report for a bite to the owner’s young child that occurred on October 21, 2025.  She stated that Roxie was surrendered to Animal Services a few days after the incident, but no written or official statements were provided by the owners. Ms. Baker described Roxie’s physical exam by their veterinarian and her demeanor while at Animal Services.
Meeting Minutes Review – Upon motion made by Commissioner Mueller, seconded by Commissioner Schaffer, and passed by unanimous voice vote, the October 22, 2025, Animal Control Commission Minutes were approved as presented.  
Closed Session – The Animal Control Commission went into closed session at 10:17 A.M for the purpose of deliberation and decision in the matter of “QAC v. Roxie”. A copy of the Decision Letter is attached hereto and labeled as “Exhibit A”.

There being no further business to come before the Animal Control Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 10:20 A.M.







RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED,









_________________________







Sharon M. Brinster, Secretary
ANIMAL CONTROL COMMISSION MEETING

November 19, 2025
EXHIBIT A



November 21, 2025
EMAILED
Ms. Kelly Baker

Queen Anne’s County Animal Services

201 Clay Drive

Queenstown, MD 21658

Dear Ms. Baker,


As you know the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Commission held a virtual hearing on November 19, 2025, at 10:00 a.m. on the potential designation of the dog, “Roxie,” who has been surrendered to Animal Services, as a dangerous animal under the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Ordinance.  This letter will serve as the findings and decision of the Animal Control Commission.


The only testimony and evidence received came from you.  Although you were provided limited information by the owners, you indicated that on or about October 24, 2025, Animal Control received a phone call from Tiffany Kelley with regard to a bite inflicted on her 3-year-old daughter.  Apparently, the daughter awakened Roxie while she was sleeping and Roxie bit her in the face, inflicting injury which required seven sutures.  Roxie is a 14-year-old mixed breed, with no known prior bite history and no indication of prior aggressive behavior.  You indicated that Roxie had shown no aggressive tendencies while at the Animal Service Shelter.


Based on the limited information available to it, the Commission declined to label Roxie as a “dangerous animal” and would direct Animal Services to find an appropriate home for Roxie and one without young children.  Any potential adoptee should be advised of this incident.






Queen Anne’s County







Animal Control Commission


__________________________
Jennifer Nowak, Chairperson

