COUNTY ORDI NANCE NO. 04-26
A BILL ENTI TLED

AN ACT CONCERNI NG Sign Standards in the TC, GVC, SHVC,
GNC and SIBE Districts under the Queen Anne’s County Zoning
Ordinance, Title 18 of the Code of Public Local Laws of Queen
Anne’s County (1996 Ed.) (“the Code”);

FOR THE PURPOSE of providing sign performance standards
for permanent freestanding wall and projecting signs in the
Town Center (TC), Suburban Industrial Business Enpl oynent
(SIBE), Grasonville Village Comrercial (GVC), Stevensville
Hi storic Village Center (SHVC) and Grasonville Nei ghborhood
Commercial (GNC) Districts under Title 18 of the Code.

BY AMENDI NG Section 18-1-81(a)(10) of Title 18 of the
Code.

SECTI ON |
BE | T ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS OF QUEEN ANNE’' S
COUNTY, MARLYLAND that Section 18-1-81(a)(10) of Title 18 of
t he Code be hereby repeal ed and reenacted to read as foll ows:

818-1-81 General Requirenents
(a)

(10) Sign performance standards for pernmanent freestanding,

wal |, and projecting signs.

(i) The nunber of freestanding signs allowed is
fol |l ows.

as

1. In the UC TC, SC, SI, SIBE, LIHS, VC, GVC, SHVC,
and GNC districts, a nonresidential devel opnent
site (single or nultiple use site) is allowed one
(1) freestanding sign or, if the site has nore than
five hundred (500) feet of road frontage on a
single road or has frontage on two or nore
adj oi ning roads, two (2) freestanding signs. If a
site has adjoining frontage on nultiple roads,
only one (1) freestanding sign is allowed on each
frontage unless that frontage exceeds five hundred
(500) feet. In no case shall a devel opnent site
have nore than two (2) freestanding signs with a
total conmbined freestanding sign surface area
exceeding that which 1is allowed wunder this

Subtitle.



2. Inthe AG CS, E, SE, SR, UR, and NC districts, a
|l egally permtted nonresidential devel opnent site
(single or nultiple use site) is allowed one
freestandi ng sign.

(i1) The freestandi ng sign surface area is as foll ows.

1. In the UC, TC, SC, SI, SIBE, LIHS, VC, GVC,
SHVC, and GNC districts, the total maxi mum
freestandi ng sign surface area for a nonresidenti al
devel opnent site (single or nmultiple use site)
shal | be determined in accordance wth the
follow ng table.

Devel opment Site Maxi mum
Freest andi ng
Sign Surface Area

0 - 24,999 sq. ft. gfa
or 0 - 299 ft. linear 150 sqg. ft.
road frontage

25,000 - 49,999 sq. ft.
gfa or 300 - 499 ft. 200 sqg. ft.
i near road frontage
50, 000 sq. ft. gfa or
500 or nore ft. linear 250 sqg. ft.
road frontage

gfa = gross floor area

2. Inthe AG CS, E, SE, SR, UR and NC districts,
a legally permtted nonresidential devel opnent site
(single or multiple use site) is allowed a maxi mum
of thirty-five (35) square feet of t ot al
freestandi ng sign surface area.

(iii) Freestanding sign height, setback, and base
restrictions are as foll ows.

1. In the UC, TC, SC, SI, SIBE, LIHS, VC, GVC, SHVC,
and GNC districts, the maximum height of a
freestandi ng sign shall be determ ned in accordance
with the follow ng table.

Di stance of Sign to | Maxi num
Near est Hei ght
Property Line




2.

At property line - 20 ft.
24 feet

25 - 49 ft. setback |25 ft.
50 ft. setback or 30 ft.
| ar ger

In the AG CS, E, SE, SR, and NC districts, the
maxi mum hei ght of a freestanding sign is ten (10)
feet.

No portion of a freestanding sign may extend
beyond a property line of the devel opnent site onto
anot her property or public right-of-way.

Al'l freestandi ng signs shall have an architectural
base or a | andscaped area consisting of |ow shrubs,
ornanental grasses, or simlar vegetation & the
base of the sign that is at |least as long as the
sign face area and a mninmum of four (4) feet in
wi dth. A freestanding sign support nmay not consi st
of bare poles or posts entering the ground.

(iv) Wall or projecting sign surface area restrictions are
as follows.

1.

A nonresidential devel opnent (single or nmultiple
use site) is allowed a maxi num wall or projecting
sign surface area per use. The maxi mum total area
can be used solely for wall signs, solely for
projecting signs, or for a conbination of wall and
proj ecting signs.

In the case of a nonresidential devel opnent site
with nultiple uses on a parcel of record, wall or
projecting sign permts may be issued in the nane of
t he parcel owner or the owner’s agent rather than in
the nanme of individual businesses requesting a
particular sign. The property owner or agent nmay
proportionately allocate total wall or projecting
sign area anobng various uses or tenants. The County
is not responsible for enforcing any provisions of
an owner’s allocation fornmula, |ease arrangenents,
or other private contractual restrictions.

In the UC, TC, SC, SI, SIBE, LIHS, VC, GVC, SHVC,
or GNC districts, total maximum wall or projecting
sign surface area per nonresidential use shall be
determ ned in accordance with the follow ng table.

| Gross Floor Area of | Maxi num Wal | or |




I ndi vi dual Uses Projecting
Sign surface area
0 - 24,999 sqg. ft. 60 sq. ft.
25,000 - 49,999 sq. 80 sq. ft
ft.
50, 000 or larger sq. 100 sq. ft.
ft.
4. In cases where a property owner or agent has

devi sed and submitted an allocation formula for a
mul ti ple use devel opnment site, wall or projecting
sign area for a specific use may exceed that allowed
in the above table provided that the overall total
wal | or projecting sign surface area for the entire
mul ti pl e use devel opnent i s not exceeded.

(v) In the AG CS, E, SE, SR, UR, and NC districts, a

legally permitted nonresidential devel opnent site is
al l owed twenty (20) square feet of wall or projecting
sign area per use.

(vi) As long as total wall or projecting sign surface

area is not exceeded, there is no limt on the total
nunmber of wall or projecting signs.

(vii) A property owner nmy increase total wall or

projecting sign surface area by transferring up to 25%
of the developnent site's total freestanding sign
surface area to wall signage if a reduced size
freestanding sign is used. If no freestanding sign is
used, a property owner may transfer up to 50% of the
devel opnent site’'s total freestandi ng sign surface area
to wall signage.

SECTI ON |1

BE I T FURTHER ENACTED that this Ordi nance shall be
effective on the forty-sixth day following its passage.

| NTRODUCED BY: Commi ssi oner Ransom

DATE: 6- 15- 04

PUBLI C HEARI NG HELD: _8-17-04




VOTE: 5

DATE OF ADOPTI ON:

Yea

9-7-04

Nay




