COUNTY ORDI NANCE NO. 19-11

AN EMERGENCY BI LL ENTI TLED

AN ACT CONCERNI NG t he Establishment of a Tax Credit Agai nst
County Property Tax on Certain Real Property Oamned by Vol unteer
Fire Departnent Menbers.

FOR THE PURPCSE of establishing a tax credit against County
property tax on certain real property owned by Volunteer Fire
Department Menbers in Queen Anne’s County, establishing
eligibility requirenents for such tax credits and the anount,
terms and conditions of the credit; and generally dealing with
real property tax credits in Queen Anne’s County, Maryl and.

BY ENACTI NG a new Section 5-10.7 of the Code of Public
Local Laws of Queen Anne’s County, Maryl and.

SECTI ON |

BE | T ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COWMM SSI ONERS OF QUEEN ANNE’S
COUNTY, MARYLAND that a new Section 5-10.7 be and is hereby
ADOPTED to read as foll ows:

§5-10.7 Property Tax Credit For Real Property Owned by
Certain Volunteer Fire Departnent nenbers.

A. Definitions. In this section, the following terns have
t he neani ngs i ndi cat ed,;
(1) “Dwelling” has the meaning set forth in Section
9-105 of the Tax-Property Article of the
Annot at ed Code of Maryl and.

B. Creation. |In accordance with Section 9-260 of the Tax
Property Article of the Annotated Code of Maryland, there
is a Queen Anne’s County property tax credit against the
tax on real property that qualifies under this Section.

C Eligibility. A Queen Anne’s County volunteer fire
departnent nenber is eligible for a tax credit under this
Section if the volunteer fire departnent menber:

(1) Is a nmenber of one of the nine independent
vol unteer fire conpani es described in Chapter
21 of this Code.
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(2)

(3)

(4)

Has mai nt ai ned active service status as
determ ned by the Queen Anne’s County Fire and
EMS Conm ssion for at least three (3)
consecutive cal endar years accounting from
January 1, 2016.

Amount of Credit.

(1) Subject to the conditions in this
Section, the tax credit may be granted
in an anount of up to $2,500 per
dwel I'ing, but not to exceed the anount
of the tax on the property;

(2) The eligible volunteer fire departnent
menber shall receive:

a. In tax years beginning July
1, 2019 and July 1, 2020, the
tax credit not to exceed
$1, 500. 00.

b. In tax years beginning July
1, 2021 and July 1, 2022, the
tax credit not to exceed
$2, 000. 00.

c. In tax years begi nning July
1, 2023 and beyond, the tax
credit not to exceed
$2, 500. 00.

Term nation of Credit. The tax credit created
by this Section shall term nate and the

vol unteer fire departnment nenber will not be
eligible if any of the follow ng occurs:

(1) The volunteer fire departnent nenber
has failed to maintain active service
status in the preceding cal endar year.
In the event the volunteer fire
departnment nenber shall fail to
mai ntain active service status for two
consecutive years, the volunteer fire
departnent nenber shall be ineligible
to receive the tax credit until such
time as the volunteer fire departnent
menber re-qualifies under Subsection C
of this Section, or

(2) The volunteer fire departnent nenber no
| onger resides in or owns the dwelling
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for which the credit was granted.

(5) Application and Annual Verification. On or
before the date that is set by the Queen Anne’s
County Fire and EMS Comm ssion, an i ndividual
seeking a credit under this Section nust submt
to the Fire and EM5 Conmi ssi on:

(1) An application in the formthat the
Fire and EM5S Conm ssion requires; and

(2) During each subsequent year, the
verification that the Fire and EMS
Comm ssion requires to show that the
i ndi vidual and the property remain
qualified for the credit.

The Fire and EMS Conmi ssion shall annually submt to the
Queen Anne’s County Departnent of Budget, Finance and
| nformati on Technology a list of the individuals and properties
eligible to receive tax credit under this Section for the
following tax year by June 1 of the preceding tax year to all ow
t he Departnent of Budget, Finance and Information Technol ogy to
provi de such tax credit on the tax bills rendered to the
el igible individuals, except that, for the tax year begi nning
July 1, 2019, such list shall be submtted by June 15, 2019.

SECTI ON ||

BE | T FURTHER ENACTED t hat this Ordinance shall be deened
an energency bill affecting the health, welfare and safety of
the citizens of Queen Anne’s County and shall be effective
i mredi ately upon its adoption.

| NTRODUCED BY: Conmi ssioner J. WIson

DATE: May 28, 2019

PUBLI C HEARI NG HELD: June 11, 2019 @6:30 pm
VOTE: 5 Yea 0 Nay

DATE OF ADOPTI ON: June 11, 2019

EFFECTI VE DATE: June 11, 2019



