COUNTY ORDINANCE NO. 15-15
A BILL ENTITLED

AN ACT CONCERNING Revisions to the Provisions on Impoundment, Redemption and Seizure of Animals under the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Ordinance.

FOR THE PURPOSE of revising the procedures on impoundment, redemption and seizure of animals observed in violation of the Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Ordinance or Maryland State Law; providing that the owner or custodian of an animal seized and impounded under certain circumstance may file a petition in writing with the Animal Control Commission for return of the animal; and generally revising and updating the provisions on impoundment, redemption and seizure of animals in Queen Anne’s County, Maryland;


BY ADOPTING Section 9-23 F. to Chapter 9 of the Code of Public Local Laws of Queen Anne’s County, Maryland.
SECTION I


BE IT ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF QUEEN ANNE’S COUNTY, MARLYAND that a new Section 9-23. F. be and is hereby ADDED to the Code of Public Local Laws to read as follows:


§9-23.  Impoundment, redemption and seizure.


. . . 


F.  Cruelty.  

(1) Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Chapter, any animal seized or impounded as a result of an alleged violation of Section 9-21 (Cruelty) shall not be redeemed unless approval is granted by the Animal Control Commission.

(2) In such cases, the owner or custodian shall be notified by the person taking possession of the animal of the seizure and impoundment and of the administrative remedies available under this subsection.

(3) The owner or custodian may file, within ten (10) days of receiving notice, a petition in writing with the Animal Control Commission for the return of the animal.

(4) The Animal Control Commission shall conduct a hearing and following such hearing, may allow return of the animal upon such conditions as the Commission may determine to be proper or make other appropriate disposition of the animal.

(5) If the owner or custodian is notified and fails to file a petition within the prescribed time period, or if the owner and custodian is unknown and cannot with reasonable effort be ascertained for a period of twenty (20) days, the animal shall be deemed abandoned and become the property of the Animal Service Center.
SECTION II

BE IT FURTHER ENACTED that this Act shall take effect on the forty-sixth (46th) day following its enactment.
INTRODUCED BY:  Commissioner Anderson
DATE:  November 24, 2015
PUBLIC HEARING HELD:   December 22, 2015 @ 6:45 pm
VOTE:  4 Yea   0 Nay
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