KeENT IsLAND WATER TRAILS

Explore Maryland's Eastern Shore - Queen Anne'’s County

here are hundreds of miles

of paddling opportunities on

Maryland’s scenic Eastern Shore.
This publication shows just some of the
routes available on Kent Island in Queen Anne's
County. Easily accessible from the Baltimore
and Washington metropolitan areas, the waters
around Kent Island provide tranquility, scenery, and

opportunities for exploring and learning about the cultural heritage and natural habitats of
the Chesapeake Bay ecosystem.

This map highlights six paddling trails on Kent Island, and depicts a diverse mix of
paddling opportunities for novices to experienced paddlers. The trails are listed and
identified on the index map below.

Chesapeake Bay Trail: Terrapin Nature Area to Matapeake Park

Eastern Bay Trail: Shipping Creek Landing to Romancoke Pier

Thompson Creek Trail: Thompson Creek Landing to Warehouse Creek Landing
Kent Narrows Trail North: Kent Narrows Landing to Piney or Jackson Creek

Kent Narrows Trail South: Kent Narrows Landing to Goodhands Creek Landing

Cabin Creek Trail: Cabin Creek Landing and Prospect Bay

15 % miles
LOVE POINT

Q
Y %

CEDAR PT.

STEMENSVILLE

Queen Anne’s County Fees and Regul

Queen Anne’s County allows both motorized and non-motorized boats to launch from pub-
lic landings with boat ramps. The landings without boat ramps are limited to canoes and
kayaks only (Cabin Creek Landing; Jackson Creek Landing; Warehouse Creek Landing).

Public Landing Fees and Permits:

A permit is required for parking at all public landings. The annual permit is $35 for
Maryland residents and $60 for non-residents. One-day permits are available at a cost
of $10 for in-state residents and $15 for out-of-state residents. The permits are valid
January through December, of the applicable year, and may be obtained at the following
Stevensville, Chester, and Annapolis locations:

Blue Heron Golf Course
L&B Marine
Western Tire and Auto

410-643-5721
410-643-3600
410-643-5572

Chesapeake Outdoors
Angler’s Sport Center

Public Landing Regulations

* All public landings are trash free. You must take home what you bring with you.

* At all landings a current permit must be displayed by every vehicle with or without a
trailer, for either boat launching or general parking.

* Annual permits are valid only when displayed on the driver’s side of either the boat
trailer tongue or the vehicle rear bumper.

® Daily permits are valid only when displayed on the vehicle windshield facing out.

* Launching at landings without a ramp is limited to canoes, kayaks, and car-top boats.

PLEASE NOTE: This general permit is valid at Matapeake Pier and Romancoke Pier for
the launching of a vessel only. All other users of the piers must pay the separate entrance
fee of $10 per vehicle per 24 hours. An on-site machine accepts cash and credit cards,
which produces a receipt that must be displayed face up on your dashboard and is valid at
either pier during the 24-hour period.

For additional information contact the Queen Anne’s County

Department of Parks and Recreation at 410-758-0835
or visit www.parksnrec.org
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for use primarily by non-

motorized boaters, although

powered watercraft utilize the numerous access facilities identified along the water trail
routes. Consult the legend for icons denoting boat ramps and other locations that provide
access to paddling destinations, such as protected bays, marshes and tributaries. These
are areas that have been identified as ideal for exploration by canoe or kayak and have
opportunities for viewing wildlife and enjoying the Bay’s scenery.

PLEASE NOTE: This map is meant to be used as a reference for existing public access sites
and facilities. We strongly recommend using more detailed maps, charts and supplemental
information geared to your specific needs when planning for or undertaking extended
excursions.

Distance: Approximately 3.25 miles

Difficulty: This water trail should only be attempted by experienced paddlers.
For an easier alternative, stay along the beach area of Terrapin Nature Area or in the

immediate vicinity of Matapeake Park.

This trail follows the Eastern Shore of the Chesapeake Bay and travels under

the Chesapeake Bay Bridge. The route is all open water and is subject to high
winds, waves and strong currents. The shoreline is privately owned, with
no public access between the identified sites at Terrapin and Matapeake,

providing minimal opportunities for resting.

Access to the northern end of the trail is at Terrapin Nature Area,

a 276-acre bayfront property, just north of the Chesapeake Bay
Bridge. The park includes over 4,000 feet of shoreline and sandy
beach, 73 acres of wetlands, and a 3.25-mile nature trail.
Spectacular views of the Chesapeake Bay Bridge can be seen
while paddling this route and herons, ospreys, swans, and
other wildlife can also be seen. Hand-carried vessels such
as canoes and kayaks can be launched from the beach
but portage is required and use of a boat dollie is
recommended, as the parking area is approximately
2 mile from the beach.

The southern end of the trail is accessible
from the Matapeake Park boat ramp. The
County also owns a site, the Matapeake
Clubhouse and beach, along the
shoreline just north of the State Park's
fishing pier. Paddlers should exercise
caution when approaching the Park
and the entrance to the boating facility at
Matapeake. This area is subject to large boat
traffic, tidal fluctuations and

g

S
[

wave action. The ramp/landing area is N
located at the southern end of the complex. A

0 .25 .5
Terrapin Nature Area -

GPS: 38.59.568N  76.19.629W
Amenities: The site offers a beach area, a 3.25-mile nature trail,
gazebo, observation blinds, and access to the Cross Island Trail.
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