COUNTY ORDI NANCE NO. 17-10

A BI LL ENTI TLED

AN ACT CONCERNI NG Revi sions to Chapter 9 of the Code of
Public Local Laws of Queen Anne’s County, the Queen Anne’s
County Animal Control Ordinance;

FOR THE PURPCSE OF revi sing, amendi ng and updating the
Queen Anne’s County Animal Control Ordinance, Chapter 9 of the
Code of Public Local Law;, providing for nmaxi mum fines consistent
with Maryland Law, providing for reconsideration of decisions of
the Animal Control Comm ssion; making certain changes to provide
consistency with current practices; revising the definition of
publ i ¢ nui sance animal; meking clear that certain violations may
be charged as civil citations or under Maryland crimnal |aw,
del eti ng unnecessary provisions; renunbering certain provisions;
and general ly updating and revising Chapter 9 of the Code of
Public Local Laws;

BY AMENDI NG Sections 9-7, 9-8, 9-9, 9-11, 9-19, 9-21 and 9-
27 of the Code of Public Local Laws.

SECTI ON |

BE | T ENACTED BY THE COUNTY COWM SSI ONERS OF QUEEN ANNE’ S
COUNTY, MARYLAND, that the follow ng provisions of Chapter 9 of
t he Code of Public Local Laws be and are hereby AMENDED to read
as follows:

Chapter 9. Aninmal Control

§9-7. Legislative recommendations; regulations; fees and
fines.

C. Fee structure; fines.

(1) The Comm ssion shall pronulgate and maintain a
schedul e of fees to be inposed under this chapter
for County dog, cat, and ferret registration and
i censing of commercial animal establishnents.



(2) The Animal Services Center shall promul gate,
publ i sh, and maintain a schedule of fees for all
services provided by it, including fees for
transfer, reapplication, redenption, adoption,
board, and other fees or charges authorized or
required.

(3) The Comm ssion shall establish and adopt a
schedul e of fines which shall be inposed for
violations of this chapter. The maxinum fine

t hat may be inposed for a violation of this
Chapter is $500.00 for a first offense and
$1,000.00 for a second or subsequent

of f enses.

(4) Fees and fines established under this chapter may
be eval uated and adjusted on an annual basis by
t he Conmi ssion and the Animal Services Center.

§9-8. Public hearings.

F. Judicial review A decision of the Conm ssion
aut hori zed under this chapter is final ten (10
cal endar days after the date of the decision, subject

only to a request filed wth the Comm ssion to

reconsider the decision, or reconsideration by the

Conmi ssion on its own notion. The decision is subject

to reviewonly by the Crcuit Court for Queen Anne’s

County upon a tinely appeal by a person aggrieved by

the decision filed in accordance with the Maryl and
Code of Rul es.

§9-9. Manager Managenent of Ani mal Control.

[ Arended 5-26-2015 by Ord. No. 15-01]

A The Manager Managenent of Animal Control (the

“Manager” “Managenent ”) shall be appointed by the
County Conmi ssi oners of Queen Anne’s County
and shal | adm ni ster any |aws and

regul ations pertaining to animal control in the
County.



regar di ng

F

acti ons

The Manhager Managenent, as well as any Animal Control
O ficer, shall operate under the authority and

oversi ght of the county Comm ssioners of Queen Anne’s
County Office.

The Manager Managenent :
21 I hiof  al L OhE ; I

{2 Shall serve as an advisor to the Animal Contro
Comm ssi on.

Operational responsibility. The Manager Managenent has
operational responsibility for carrying out duties

prescribed in this chapter and enforcing its

provi sions, as well as regul ations duly pronul gated by
t he Conmi ssion, including (but not necessarily limted
to) provisions concerning public safety, public

nui sances, prevention, cruelty to animals, and m ni num
standards for animal care.

Patrols; conplaint investigations. The Mahager
Managenent shall inplenent a program of patrols and
response to citizen conplaints for the purpose of
enforcing this chapter and Maryland State Law

ani mal control

Enmer genci es. The Manager Managenent shall provide a
twenty-four-hour, seven-day-a-week ani mal energency

service to respond to any conpl aint concerning matters
deened an energency by the Manager Managenent.

| nspection of animal establishnents. The Manager
Managenent shall inplenent a program of inspections of
all animal establishnments required to have a |icense
under this chapter.

Recor dkeepi ng. The Manager Managenent or the Manager’s
Managenent s desi gnee i s responsible for maintaining

accurate records of licenses, inpoundnents,
di spositions, aninmal bites, and all enforcenent
taken by Aninmal Control Oficers.

Public information. The Manager Managenent shall nmake
avai l able to the general public information concerning
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the enforcenment of this chapter as it pertains to
ani mal control

§9-11. Animal Services Center.

B. Scope of duties.
(1) Stray and unwanted ani mal s.

(a) The Animal Services Center shall receive
stray and unwanted donestic ani mals
regardl ess of their nedical condition.

(b) Animals that have a confirned di sease which
may cause death or serious illness to other
animal s confined at the center may be
i mredi at el y eut hani zed.

(c) The Animal Services Center shall nake a
pronpt and reasonable effort to | ocate and
notify owners of stray ani mals.

(2) Return of identified aninmals. The Aninal Services
Center shall ascertain the identity of the owner
of an inpounded ani mal and, as a precondition of
rel ease, may require the paynent of all charges
for the care, board, veterinary treatnent, and

any unpai d Hcense fees, registration and/or
m crochi p fromthe animal s owner or custodi an

§9-19. Public nuisance animal.
[ Amended 5-26-2015 by Ord. No. 15-01]
A Defi ned terns.

(1) In this sections, the followi ng words have the
meani ngs i ndi cat ed.

PUBLI C NUI SANCE



the property of the

(a)

An ani mal who:

| s repeatedly at |arge;

Attacks and causes injury to a

cust odi an;

as

person
noi se;

§9-21. Cruelty.

A. Pr ohi bi t ed.

=

2

person, W thout provocation, off
owner or

Mol ests pedestrians or passersby;
Chases vehicles or bicycles;

Bar ks or nmakes ot her harsh noise
to disturb the quiet, confort, or
repose of menbers of the community
as reflected by a reasonable

with normal sensitivities to

Def ecates on private property
W t hout perm ssion fromthe
property owner

Mol ests, defaces or destroys the
property of anot her;

Does or perforns any other acts
whi ch are determ ned by the

Comm ssion, after notice to the
owner or custodian and a heari ng,
to be a public nuisance by virtue
of being a nenace to the public
health, welfare, or safety.

[ Arended 2-9-2016 by Ord. No. 15-17]

(1) No individual

shal | :



(a)

o (b)
incite,
i njure,
with a
ot herw se
(c)
har nf ul
ki |
(d)
of
(e)
(f)
(9)
of
(h)
provi ded
humanel y
si ckness,

Abandon an ani nal ;

Tease, torture, tornment, deliberately
cruelly beat or kill, intentionally
nmutilate, intentionally run down
vehi cl e, overdrive, overload, or
abuse an ani mal ;

Adm ni ster poison to an ani mal or know ngly
pl ace or | eave any poi sonous or ot her
substance with the intent to injure or
any ani mal other than verm n;

Use or permt any aninmal to be used for the
pur pose of fighting, raise for the purpose
fighting, or organize or participate in any
type of animal fighting;

Inflict suffering or pain upon an ani nal
under the individual ’s charge or custody;

Fail to provide an animal with nutritious
food in sufficient quantity, necessary

veterinary care, proper drink, air, space,
shelter, or protection fromthe el enents;

Leave any donestic animal unattended in a
manner that endangers the health or safety
t he ani mal ;

Shoot any donestic animal, except as
under §9-17F of this chapter or to
destroy such ani nal because of
di sease, or injury.

(2) Penalty. Notwithstanding §9-27 of this chapter,—

Lol ati f thi . I i
consi-deration-shall— be given to the standards of
care and regulations— adopted pursuant thereto in—
§9-15 of this chapter. A person who violates this



section nay be subject to a civil citation and

liable for a preset fine as established by
the Animal Control Conm ssion. Alternatively, a
violati on may be charged as a crimna

of f ense under the Maryland Crinm nal Code.

§9-27. Civil penalties.
A I n general .

(1) A person who violates any provision of this
chapter shall be guilty of a civil infraction and
subject to an original preset penalty as set

forth in the schedule of penalties adopted by the
Ani mal Control Commission under §9-7C of this
chapter.

2y T . T E ol ati f thi I
shall be $1,000.

b

Each day that a violation continues shal
constitute a separate violation

z

Cvil infractions under this chapter shall be
governed by the procedures set forth in Subtitle
2 of Title 11 of the Local Government Article of

t he Annot at ed Code of Maryl and.

B. Payment of fines.

(1) Al fines inposed under this chapter shall be
payabl e to the Queen Anne’s County Finance
Depart ment .

(2) Fines shall be paid within 30 days of a
vi ol ati on.

(3) Failure to pay the nonetary penalty within the
prescribed time will result in a summons bei ng
i ssued for the violator to appear before the
District Court of Maryland for the County of
Queen Anne’s.



C. Subsequent violations. Fines will be doubled for a
second or subsequent violation of the same provision

in any thirty-six-nmonth period. The maxi numfine for
such second or subsequent violations is $1, 000.
SECTI ON | |

BE | T FURTHER ENACTED t hat this Ordinance shall take effect
on the forty-sixth (46th) day following its enactnent.

| NTRODUCED BY: Conmi ssi oner Anderson

DATE: August 8, 2017

PUBLI C HEARI NG HELD: August 22, 2017 @7:00 pm
VOTE; Yea Nay

DATE OF ADOCPTI ON: Wt hdrawn January 8, 2019





